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The Lyden Magazine – March 2022 

Progress towards appointing a new Vicar for the Benefice of Wanborough and 
Lyddington with Bishopstone and Hinton Parva 

 

This post of vicar became vacant in January 2021 with the resignation of the previous incumbent. 

Straightaway the Diocese of Bristol took the unusual step of appointing two clergy to 

be present in the benefice, to lead worship, to offer pastoral care and to work with the 

Churchwardens and Parish Officers to get the parish administration and finances in 

good working order. In normal circumstances a parish would just have service cover 

from clergy  from around the Swindon Deanery. Thanks are due to Revd Phil Ashby, 

who stepped back in September in order to help with another parish, and to Revd 

Sandy Railton, well known to many parishioners who has tirelessly served the benefice 

to the present day. This was so that the benefice was not ‘without a vicar’ and was 

able, at all times to have the benefit of the church’s ministry. 

This process has been far from straightforward, not least because of the restrictions 

brought about as a result of the pandemic. However, the Churchwardens, Parochial 

Church Council Secretary and Treasurer and other church officers have, through their diligent work, brought 

the administration and worshipping life of the benefice into good order and there is a growing vision for how 

the churches will work together in the future. This brings the benefice to a position where we are confident 

to appoint a new incumbent.   

For its part, the diocese needed to assess what sort of appointment should be made for the benefice. A 

range of options was considered; most parishes in Swindon the population is between 15,000 and 20,000 

served by a single full time priest, some with over 20,000 population. 

The benefice of Wanborough and Lyddington with Bishopstone and 

Hinton Parva has a population of around 3,000, so a full time post could 

not be justified. It was decided that to offer a ‘house for duty’ post 

would be the best option. This would enable the vicar to live in the 

vicarage in exchange for taking service and offering a level of pastoral 

care during the week. The value to the communities of having a vicar 

actually living in the benefice was something that we wanted to affirm.  

At the moment, the churchwardens are in the process of writing a Parish Profile which will go out to 

prospective candidates. Once this is written, an advertisement will be placed in the church press and on the 

diocesan website, shortlisting and interviews will take place and in due course, the new vicar will be, to use 

the technical terms, collated and inducted into the role of vicar, by the Bishop.  

We will bring you updates as the process as things progress. 

Canon Michael Johnson, Associate Archdeacon  

 

Revd Sandy Railton: 01793 814162/07867 525641           Email: sandyrailton@icloud.com 

 

 

about:blank
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Church Services April 2022 
 

Benefice of Lyddington and Wanborough and Bishopstone with Hinton Parva 

 

Sunday 3rd April  - 10.30am - St Swithun’s Hinton Parva 

Sunday 10th April - 10.30am - All Saints Liddington 

(Palm Sunday) 

Wednesday 13th April - 7pm - St Andrew’s Wanborough 

 (Holy Week) 

Maundy Thursday14th April - 6pm - Hinton Parva Village Hall 

(Village Supper) 

Good Friday 15th April -  2pm - St Mary’s Bishopstone 

(Stations of the Cross) 

Holy Saturday 16th April - 8pm - St Swithun’s Hinton Parva 

(Easter Vigil) 
 

Easter Sunday 17th April -  8.30am - All Saints Liddington 

    Easter Sunday 17th April - 10.30am - St Mary’s Bishopstone 
 

Sunday 24th April - 10.30am - St Andrew’s Wanborough 
 

Spring Clean at St Andrew’s Church 

Local residents come forward to help clean St Andrew’s Church, following a recent call for help. 
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Dates for your Diary - April 2022 

Front cover picture 

Front cover picture was taken by David Thomas,  a picture of a Long Tailed Tit taken up The Hollow.  If anyone would like 
their photo to feature on the front page please e-mail them to lydenmagazine@gmail.com   

Save the Date - Future events in the Benefice 

If you have a village event that you would like to advertise so that we can all save the date e-mail details to 

lydenmagazine@gmail.com.  

St Andrew’s Church - Churchyard tidy up - Saturday 12th March 2022 

Jobs carried out included removing ivy from the historic church wall, cutting back and clearing 

brambles, planting “in the green” snowdrops.  A big thank you to Dave Birley for organising 

and for everyone who turned up to help. 
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 Wanborough Parish Council 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. It’s good to see some of the village events that couldn’t happen 
over the last few years are all managing to go ahead this year.  It would be lovely to see everyone 
support these local events and we thank all local residents who give up their time to organize for us. 
 

Village Maintenance  

Our grounds maintenance contractor has now recommenced grass cutting on all public open spaces 
around the village and will continue to cut every two weeks throughout the growing season.  If you 
notice any area that has been missed or an area that has not been done to a very good standard 
then place let us know.  We are now in a second year of a three year contract with our current 

contractor and we are always happy to receive feedback. 

It is lovely to see the spring bulbs that we planted last autumn all in bloom around the village; 
crocuses and daffodils, with the bluebells all not too far behind.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have planted some spring flowers in the village planters. You may 

have noticed that we have also improved the planter at the end of The 

Beanlands. 

We have volunteers who kindly water the planter on Pack Hill and Ham Road. If there is anyone 

who lives near the planter on The Beanlands who would be happy to give it a bit of water during 

dry periods then please let us know. 

If you need to report any village maintenance issues to Parish Council then this can be done by 

contacting us directly as follows:- 

E-mail - Clerk@wanborough.info 

Mobile - 07588 769829, you can ring, text or send a WhatsApp message.  

Please provide as much information as possible; what you are reporting, location and add any photos you may have, but this 

isn’t essential.  

Please do not use Facebook to report maintenance issues as the Parish Clerk cannot keep track of these. 

Rodway Sculpture 

We are pleased to confirm that the replacement sculpture is nearly finished and will soon be ready for installation.  

In the coming weeks you will notice a concrete pad with a wooden post being installed near the bottom of 

Rodway footpath by The Beanlands.  The pad and post is what is needed for the sculpture to be installed and 

secured into place.  We are aiming for the sculpture to be unveiled during May half term in the lead up to the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee bank holiday weekend.  More information next month. 

Rodway Storywalk 

With the Easter holidays coming up why not go and visit the Storywalk 

at Rodway open space and see if you can spot the dragon around the 

village. 

With thanks to Diane and Katie for organising this. 
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Village Community Walks 

The next village walk will be on Thursday 28th April at 11am.  We are  hoping to be able to offer refreshments at 

the end of the walk once again subject to there being no change in covid-19 restrictions.  Below is the current 

schedule of planned walks, please note the July date has moved forward to 24th June.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend, please wear clothing suitable for the weather conditions.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Village Clean up 

Many thanks to all those who came and helped with the village clean up.  

Three litter picks were carried out at Foxhill, Lower & Upper Wanborough 

with the aim of clearing the rubbish along the verges and public open spaces. 

A huge amount of rubbish was cleared and every 

time we carry out these litter picks it never ceases 

to amaze us how much rubbish is dumped, some of 

which can be quite disgusting.  

 

Planning 

Croft Yard - Ham Road 

At the Parish Council meeting on Monday 24th February, Bewley Homes, the applicant and developer for the site on Ham Road 

next to the Doctor’s Surgery, attended to present their revised plans for the proposed 5 new dwellings that have already 

gained permission.  The applicant confirmed that they are only proposing minor changes to the scheme with the aim of 

improving the overall appearance of the new dwellings.  The proposal includes additional parking provision for the Doctor’s 

Surgery.   A revised application is due to be submitted to Swindon Borough Council soon so residents living close by will be 

consulted on this. 

Southern Connector Road 

Parish Council have received phase two of the discharge of conditions for the Southern Connector Road.  At the Planning, 

Finance & Policy Committee meeting two of the applications were discussed, a third is due to be received soon.   As you can 

imagine there are a considerable number of documents to review for these applications.  Parish Council agreed to submit a 

number of concerns in relation to the proposed landscape scheme and drainage it has also requested that there should be “on-

site” wheel washing as the current road sweepers are not managing to keep the roads clear. 

Annual Parish Assembly - Monday 9th May 2022 

The Annual Parish Assembly will be held on Monday 9th May 2022 at 7.30pm at Wanborough Village Hall.  Councillors will 

present their annual reports and will be able to answer any questions you may have.  Please look out for further details on this 

next month and on our website. 
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Wanborough Traffic Calming - High Street 

Parish Council have always supported the need to improve safety, reduce speed and prevent rat-running through the village, 

however, as confirmed in the comments submitted as part of the consultation on the draft plans in July 2020, there were a 

number of concerns with the proposed scheme.  As well as concerns in relation to some of the locations of the build outs, 

concerns were also raised about the impact on the Conservation Area with the removal of some of the green verges.    

Parish Council were very disappointed with the lack of consultation on the final draft plans for the Wanborough Traffic Calming 

Scheme for the High Street.  The final plans were not received by Parish Council until the end of January 2022, only a few 

weeks prior to the work starting.  Swindon Borough Council (SBC) have apologised, claiming that due to staff changes and covid

-19 there was a delay in getting this information to us. At the Parish Council meeting on Monday 28th February 2022, Bob Biggs 

(Chair) confirmed that he would request a complete review of the process and procedures for this scheme to ensure this 

doesn’t happen again. 

Parish Council are pleased that SBC Officers agreed to meet with a number of residents in the two weeks prior to work 

commencing to discuss their concerns with parking and build outs near their properties.  SBC Officers have agreed to make 

some changes to the plans, including removing the build outs by Ambrose Cottages, to accommodate their concerns.  Parish 

Council are also pleased a “drop in” meeting was held at the Village Hall on 24th February, albeit after work had commenced, 

to allow residents to view the plans. We hope those who wanted to see them have now had a chance to do so. 

SBC have confirmed that there will be a consultation on the proposed double yellow lines which will give residents the 

opportunity to respond.  Once we have further information on this we will put it onto our website. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting is due to be held on  Monday 25th April 2022 at Wanborough Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.  
All residents are welcome to attend, subject to the current government guidance. Please note that there is currently a limit to 
the number of residents we can have at any meetings so please book your place with the Parish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info  

Angela Raymond, Clerk to Wanborough Parish Council 

Parish website - www.wanborough.info  
 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - 3rd June 2022 

An enthusiastic group of volunteers are busy planning a family event in the village on Friday 3rd June 2022 to mark the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee.   

The event will start with the Annual Beer Race, this year starting and finishing at Church Meadow. Come 

along and support the runners, and then join a family celebration to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

Please keep this date free as it will be lovely to see as many residents as possible. Further details in the 

centre pages, plus final details next month. 

Wildlife Habitats 

As part of the Jubilee celebration we would like to install some additional wildlife habitats around the village open spaces.  

We are holding a couple of workshops and invite families from Wanborough and Liddington to come along to make your own 
habitat box from a kit supplied, or if you would prefer you can decorate a box that’s already made.  There will also be bird box 
kits for children to make that can be put up in gardens.  We plan to have a display of all the completed boxes at the Church to 
view on the 3rd June 2022 before they are then put up around the village. 

Workshop dates at Hooper’s Field 

Saturday 28th May 2022  -  10am - 11am 

Tuesday 31st May 2022   -  4pm to 5pm 

To give us an idea of numbers please send an e-mail to the Parish Clerk to confirm your interest.  
Clerk@wanborough.info  
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Wanborough Farmers’ Market 

The next Wanborough Farmers’ Market and Community Connect café  are on Saturday 16th April, 
which is Easter weekend. They will still go ahead, however. More information 
on www.wanborough.info or from Sue Birley 01793 790438 <sbirley@gn.apc.org  

Warneage Wood - Pond 

Wanborough is home to several ponds (permanent and 
temporary) of which the most accessible and well 
known are those at Warneage Wood and Hooper’s 
Field. In common with all bodies of open fresh water, 
whether natural of man-made, these ponds undergo a 
process of succession that, without careful and 
considered management, leads to their gradual 
disappearance. 

As regular readers will know, the pond at Hooper’s 
Field was saved recently by the timely intervention of 
the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. The much older and larger 
pond at Warneage Wood, however, has not been 
managed for over thirty years, but, with the approval, guidance and support of the Woodland Trust, this has now changed. The 
main focus of the work carried out in late February and March has been the coppicing of trees to reduce shading and the 
accumulation of leaf litter and increase exposure to the movement of air, thereby encouraging the growth of aquatic and 
marginal plant species to improve water quality and oxygenation through a reduction in acidity and an increase in mixing. 

Rather than being simply removed, a considerable portion of the coppiced material has been used to create dry hedging close 
to the pond margins. This provides valuable shelter (physical and environmental) for animals of all types and sizes (insects, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and small mammals). Material not used in this way has been dragged into the wood to decompose 
naturally. The intended beneficiaries of this work, apart from ourselves, of course, is the resident wildlife, which, of the more 
visible kind, is known to include red and blue damselflies (sometimes in their hundreds), dragonflies (including four-spotted 
and broad-bodied chasers and the black-tailed skimmer), newts of at least two types, frogs, toads and the non-venomous and 
extremely shy grass snake.  

Whether one gets to see and marvel at any or all of these will depend, naturally, on the season, the frequency and timing of 
one’s visit and the extent to which one is prepared, despite all pressures to the contrary, to engage in a period of quiet 
contemplation.  

Old Natterjack 

Common Blue 

Damselfly 

Warneage Wood Pond - Before work completed 

Warneage Wood Pond - After work completed 

Black Tailed Skimmer (Female) 

Dragonfly 

http://www.wanborough.info/
mailto:sbirley@gn.apc.org
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Liddington Parish Council 

Liddington & Wanborough Parish Council will be holding a joint defibrillator training 
session for residents in Liddington and Wanborough Parish. Date, Time, and Venue to be 
announced once confirmation of the training date is received. This will then be published 
in the Lyden, the website and Facebook. 

ALLOTMENTS 

Liddington allotments have undergone a huge clear up over the last two years and we 
now have new starters on site!  

There are still plots available and you can choose from a whole plot, a half plot or a 
quarter plot. 

Come and get some fresh air, enjoy the scenic views, grow some produce or flowers and 
join in the welcoming and friendly community spirit present there. Please contact parishclerk@liddington.org for 
further information. 

BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITON 

It was 2012 that Liddington last entered the best kept village competition where we were awarded first and fifth in 
two categories. 

It’s time to give it another go and we hope 2022 will be our year. The competition is judged anytime from 14th May 
till 12th June. We really need a team of volunteers to come and help with some tidying and planting. If you are 
interested in helping please contact Laura Evans at parishclerk@liddington.org  We welcome any ideas from all in 
our community. This is our village and working together we can continue to improve the place we all love and 
appreciate. Let’s get our lovely village the recognition it deserves. 

BURGLARIES 

Recently there has been some burglaries and attempted burglaries in the village. Residents are asked to be vigilant 
and should anyone witness suspicious activity then please report immediately to the Police. 

The next meeting of Liddington Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 6th April 2022 starting at 7pm in the 
Village Hall. Residents are welcome to attend, following current Government guidelines. 

Alternatively, if you would like to raise an issue or ask a question, please contact the Clerk, via 
parishclerk@liddington.org  

Laura Evans, Clerk to Liddington Parish Council 

Liddington village Hall 

The Annual General Meeting for Liddington Village Hall be held at the village hall on Monday 4th April at 7.00pm 

Members of the public are welcome to attend and contribute with comments and ideas. The AGM will be followed 
by a committee meeting which is not open to the public. 

If you would like to be involved in the running of the hall please contact the chairman. 

Matthew Bowman matthewbowman56@gmail.com 

mailto:parishclerk@liddington.org
mailto:parishclerk@liddington.org
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Liddington 100 Club 

The winner for  February is Ella Bizley - congratulations Ella    

Caroline Tams  

Your Borough Councillor update - Gary Sumner: 

Ward Surgery is 9am – 11am 30th April at Wanborough Village Hall – please call or email me if you have 

questions on any subject. 

Gigabit update: Gigabit fibre update: 

I met with the build team managers from Openreach today and they are all hands to the 

deck to get as many premises commissioned as possible. 

IN WANBOROUGH: 

500 homes will be commissioned before the end of March/very early April. The first areas 

include parts of High Street, Kite Hill and roads off (so that includes Magdalen Road area 

and Beanlands area) and Rotten Row. 

I will remind you when you’re likely to receive an email (just in case they end up in spam) and the service providers 

you can choose from can be found at this link https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/fttp-providers 

Wanborough Traffic Calming:  

There was a drop-in event at the Village Hall on 24th February and around 60 residents attended. Questions were 

answered on a range of details and officers from the SBC Project Team attended as well as me and the contractors.  

The response was overwhelmingly supportive and having personally met residents on site in the weeks before we 

had managed to change some elements which had caused them problems. The £600-£900,000 funding can only be 

used for this project or returned and we will achieve something which will not ruin the feel of the High Street, but 

which will slow traffic and deter rat-running. 

At the Parish Council meeting at the end of February one resident attended and the Parish Council raised no 

objections to the scheme. There will be a consultation on the double yellow lines element in coming weeks. 

This scheme is funded as part of the Southern Connector Road project at a cost of around £600,000. It is a one-off 

opportunity to introduce features which will not ruin the feel of the village High Street, but which will make it less 

appealing to 'rat runners' who we hope will use the new Southern Connector Road. 

20mph speed zones: 

The Parish Council (of which I am one) agreed to put my suggestion of 20mph zones in parts of the village agreed to 

put this on the agenda for the March meeting and we will then have a survey to see where residents would support 

this.  

School Safety Zone: I’ve been approached by Wanborough Primary School to try to move them up the list of 

schools seeing a School Safety Zone to deal with parking and road use problems outside school. I’ll work with the 

school on this. 

Southern Connector Road: 

Work continues and due to both ground conditions and ecology as well as archaeology the end date is likely to be at 

the end of this year rather than August. There have been some amazing finds in terms of archaeology and having 

been on site it was amazing to see one of the medieval building foundations. 

There is a weekly newsletter / update on the archaeology. 

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20074/recreation_leisure_and_culture/1243/southern_connector_road_archaeology  

Highways News: I would thoroughly recommend signing up for the New Eastern Villages newsletter as this is a 

regular emailed newsletter which updates you on the road schemes including White Hart, Wanborough, 

Commonhead, Southern Connector Road: www.swindon.gov.uk/newsletter  

Please call me on 01793 790814 or email me: 

 gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk   Ridgeway Ward website: www.ridgewayvillages.co.uk 

https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/fttp-providers
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20074/recreation_leisure_and_culture/1243/southern_connector_road_archaeology
http://www.swindon.gov.uk/newsletter
mailto:gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk
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CANAL RESTORATION AND THE WILTS & BERKS CANAL TRUST 

“Everybody hates change” said Mark Twain “But progress is good”.  So must have 
thought a group of insanely optimistic individuals in 1977, when the Wilts & Berks Canal 
Amenity Group was formed.  Their task – to restore some 70 miles of canal, running from 
Semington through Swindon to Abingdon, with a branch up to Cricklade.  

The group became a Charitable Trust towards the end of the 20th century, and in 2001 it 
secured ‘buy-in’ from Local Authorities along the route in the form of the Wiltshire, 
Swindon & Oxfordshire Canal partnership – along with many other organisations 
including Sustrans, the Canal & River Trust, Canoe England, the Environment Agency, Natural England and the 
Inland Waterways Association.  An early outcome of this was protection of the entire canal line; mainly along the 
historic route but because much of Swindon had already been built over the canal line (including the Magic 
Roundabout) a ‘Southern Bypass’ route was agreed, running close to the M4 from Junctions 16 to 15, under the 
A419 near Badbury Wick, then across the fields to Acorn Bridge on the A 420; running, of course, through the New 
Eastern Villages – the subject of much debate!  This protection means that any change of use of the land can be 
only to a canal; at this point we should make it clear that the Trust is neither for or against any development 
proposals; its only aim is to make sure that any development does not prevent the canal being built.  More of that 
in future updates in The Lyden. 

So why restore a canal?  Canals aren’t just about boats – over 90% of canal users are on the towpath – walking, 
cycling, fishing etc.  Since Covid we’ve learnt the value of fresh air and exercise, for physical and mental health; 
we’ve realised the interconnectedness of people & places and much else.  We are even beginning to recognise the 
value of rewilding and there is an increasing appreciation of the value of heritage. 

A restored canal creates many miles of wetland habitat.  These blue-green corridors are valuable for species 
dispersal with the creation of safe migration routes and bringing the countryside into towns.  This not only creates 
a sanctuary for urban wildlife but also generates an opportunity for environmental education.  In the countryside, a 
canal with its towpath bounded by stock-proof hedging protects 
landowners from trespassers while offering pleasant walking & cycling 
routes.  Concerning climate change & increased rainfall, a canal corridor 
can be regarded as an elongated dam, intercepting natural waterways.  
Careful design can help hold back storm water, releasing it slowly in drier 
weather and hence helping to control flooding.   

Back to the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust - over the last few decades it has 
an impressive track record of restoring locks, bridges, wharves and 
pounds, but most of these are isolated and not visible without an 
excursion.  The most recent actual canal restoration is at Studley Grange, 
between Royal Wootton Bassett & Swindon.  Here, in 2017, some 1,200 metres 
were dug out and rewatered.  You can see from the photos how it has rewilded 
very nicely.   

The other navigable stretch is in Swindon, where we run our trip boat ‘Dragonfly’ 
from our jetty by Waitrose. Bookings for trips can be done via the website.   

A mile long, it is to be extended as far as the M4 from 2023, where it will join a 
brand new crossing under the M4, courtesy of National Highways, that will take 
the canal to Blooms garden centre at Hay Lane, adding almost 2 miles and 
opening the door to joining Swindon to Royal Wootton Bassett by water, 
towpath, hedgerow & trees.  To cope with these dramatic developments, the 
Trust has expanded & diversified its management structure – virtually all with 
volunteers – and by ramping up its fundraising effort.  There is much to look 
forward to!  For more information on the Trust, see our website 
www.wbct.org.uk ; if you’d like to actively support the Trust in some way and 
keep up with events, by all means look at our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/wiltsberkscanal, follow us on Instagram or even join the 
Trust!  You can do so via the ‘membership’ button on the website’s front 
page; it costs only £1.50 per month (more if you like!) .  

Adrian Hannay  
Dragonfly boat trip 

http://www.wbct.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/wiltsberkscanal
https://www.facebook.com/wiltsberkscanal
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Wyvern Theatre.  
1.05 p.m. Wednesday 6th April 
  
Paul Turner – piano 
  
Beethoven 
Moonlight Sonata Op.27. No.2 
Rondo Op.51, No. 1 
Pathetique Sonata Op.13. 
  
Tickets: Adult £7, Students (15-18) £3.00, Accompanied children (14 or less) FREE.  
On the door, from box office or on-line swindontheatres.co.uk 

     LIDDINGTON PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS – “ SAY IT WITH FLOWERS ” 

As part of our celebrations in Liddington we are planning to fully decorate All Saints’ Church with 
flowers.  

These floral arrangements will be created by members of the flower arranging team. 

There will be an opportunity for individuals to sponsor an arrangement in celebration of a special 
occasion or in memory of a loved one. Alternatively, any straightforward donations towards the cost 
of flowers would be most welcome.  

If you would like to support this event, please contact one of the persons listed below before  

Friday 6th May. Thank you  

Ruth Moore Tel. no. 01793 790391 or Kay Archer Tel.no. 01793 790738 or Marge and Julia Bishop 
Tel. no. 01793 790768 

PLEASE NOTE;  

For those people who would like to include an inscription with a sponsored arrangement, the above 
people will take a note of the preferred wording to be used and record donations given for flowers.  

(We politely suggest the following; approximately £10 for a posy, £15 for a table arrangement and 
£20 + for larger arrangements.) 

Thank you very much for your help with this event.  

All Saints Flower Arranging Team.  

CHISELDON LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 20th April, in the Church Hall at 7.30 p.m. Martin Collison will talk on the subject of 
“The Battle of Agincourt”. This is sure to be a fascinating talk on this key event of the Hundred Years War. Learn how Henry V 
claimed victory against the numerically superior French army, which boosted English morale and prestige, crippled France and 
started a new period of English dominance in the war. The battle featured the legendary use of the longbow by both English 
and Welsh archers to wreak devastation on the French side. You may be familiar with Shakespeare’s account of proceedings, 
but how does this compare with our current understanding? Meetings are now open to all at a cost of £1 per attendee. A 
schedule of meetings for the whole of 2022 is in place, with speakers confirmed each month through to November. The 
schedule will be published on the website (see below). 

Our website www.chiseldonlhg.org.uk is being revamped – news of meetings and other events will be published here when 
available. If you are experienced in either web site design or facebook page set-up and would like to help, then please contact 
us. It would be much appreciated! 

Chiseldon Museum 

The museum will re-open on Saturday 23rd April for the 2022 season. We have new displays on the History of the Burderop 
Estate, famous entertainers who appeared at Chiseldon Camp, and on local Churches and Chapels. We also celebrate H.M. The 
Queen’s platinum jubilee with a look at royal links to the parish through the years. 

Elaine Jones (01793 740784)     Keith Parsons (01793 741346)    Email: info@chiseldonlhg.org.uk 

http://swindontheatres.co.uk/
about:blank
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TENNIS CLUB UPDATE 

Happy Easter to you all!  

As we head into April, we are looking forward to some fantastic Easter Fundraising activities 
for all the family. Please come along on Sunday 10th April (10am – 1pm) to Hoopers Field and 
support us, as we will have something for everyone. Cash or Card Accepted. 

• Tennis Tournament 
£20 entry fee with all proceeds going towards our new floodlights. Cash on the day. 
 Doubles tournament with different partner each round so sign up as an individual. 
If you'd like to play please let Becky know on 07716094225 or beckyprince@live.co.uk 

• Cake Sale 
There will be some lovely homemade cakes/breads available for purchase. If you can’t join us, perhaps you 
could bake a cake that we can sell on the day? All cake donations will be very welcome. Please drop your 
cakes off to Hoopers Field on the day 9:30-10am or call Susan on 07720 413716 and we can arrange 
collection. 

• Easter Scavenge Hunt 
Entry Sheets will be available from the Cake Sale Table at Hoopers Field. Bring along the older and the 
younger children to solve the clues. All returned completed forms will be entered into our “Easter Egg” Draw.  

Congratulations to club Junior Lowri who has recently been selected to represent Wiltshire at the U8 county cup 
event in Southampton on 27th March. This is a fantastic achievement to be part of the Wiltshire team.  

A few reminders: 

•  Membership renewals are due from 1st April. All “early bird” payments (made before 15th April) will receive a 
10% discount. Details of current membership fees are available on the website: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
WanboroughTennisClub/Membership/Join. 

• Wanborough Tennis Club Kit available for purchase.  
If you are looking for great quality adult/kids hoodies, fleeces or t-shirts, then please go to the following 
website where you can purchase our kit with the Wanborough Tennis Club logo on it: http://
www.dressmy.co.uk/en/wanborough-tennis-club  

 

 

 

Hello to you all, Our Club will officially open on the 14th April. From that day competitive and friendly matches will be ongoing 
until mid September. However if any of you would like to take a look at bowls, and "GIVE IT A GO” the opportunity will still be 
there. You can contact me on 791439 and I will make the necessary arrangements for you to visit the Club Thank you, and keep 
well. 

Tony Glasscoo (W.B.C. Committee / Male Captain ) 

Coffee Morning at the Farmers’ Market, Wanborough Village Hall. 

Saturday 16th April (Easter Saturday), 9am – 12noon 

The Coffee Morning collects donations each month to support local charities and good causes – in April, 
this will be something very much on our doorstep here in Wanborough …  

I feel sure we were all shocked to hear that lead had been stolen from the roof of St Andrews church in 
February – very sadly, it wasn’t the first time this has happened.  

So in April, all donations will go towards the cost of these repairs. 

Come to the Farmers’ Market for your shopping … and enjoy a cuppa with home-made cakes and bakes in 
the company of friends, and contribute to a worthy cause... 

Huge thanks to those who came in February; your donations meant that we were able to send £287 to the Guide Dogs for the 
Blind! 

mailto:beckyprince@live.co.uk
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WanboroughTennisClub/Membership/Join
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WanboroughTennisClub/Membership/Join
http://www.dressmy.co.uk/en/wanborough-tennis-club
http://www.dressmy.co.uk/en/wanborough-tennis-club
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Wanborough Beer Race Returns - Friday 3rd June 2022 

After a two-year absence due to the Covid Pandemic, 2022 sees the return of Wanborough Beer Run which is being planned to 

coincide with the “Big Picnic” Queen’s Jubilee village celebrations this year.  

With this in mind It seemed a good time to revisit the origins of this annual event that’s taken place in Wanborough every May 

since the 1950’s. 

The tradition that sees participants sprint, jog & stroll between each of the village pubs, stopping to sup a half pint of ale at 

each in as little as 14 minutes, has its origins in an argument between friends in the bar of the Brewers Arms one Sunday night 

in 1955. It’s not remembered what the argument between Gerald & Lacey Saddler, Mike Jenner, Bob Wallace, Davy Caswell, 

Roland Kent and Alan Weller was actually about, but they resolved it by all racing around the village that night.  

It being the 1950’s, all contestants were still dressed in their Sunday best suits as they ran the Beer run course – High Street to 

Horpit crossroads, along Burycroft past the Cross Keys, up Green lane, through the bogs, brambles, nettles and ponds which 

were found there until recent years (and did their suits no good at all!), then up Kite Hill and on to Church Road and the New 

Calley Arms, along the top road to Callas Hill crossroads and the Black Horse, down Callas Hill and the High Street, past the 

Plough and Harrow to complete the two and half mile circuit at the Brewers Arms. There was no stopping for a half pint that 

night as it was past closing time but Mike Jenner won, the first of his many victories. The race was repeated again the following 

year but earlier in the evening when the pubs were open! Mike won again. 

 

 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and Beer Race - Friday 3rd June 2022 
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Many of you may remember the faces in this photo of some of the early participants & organisers of the race (left to right) 

Tony Groves & Mike Jenner along with landlord of the old Black Horse Pub and race winner of 1967, Gerry Aubrey and previous 

landlord of the Brewers Arms Gerald Sadler. 

In 1957 Charlie Scaffe, the Landlord of the Harrow organised the first official race on Whit Monday and it started and finished 

at the Harrow, as it did for the next 20 years. Charlie used to take bets on the race, and the runners had to go into each of the 

six pubs and buy their half pints at the bar back then. One year a contestant was so keen to beat Mike Jenner that he had his 

brother line up his beers in each pub in advance. The ploy didn’t work and Mike went on to win the event again (he won 8 

times in total).   

In 1977 the present practice of each pub lining up the beers on a table outside the pub was adopted to ease congestion and in 

the 1980’s the run was opened up for ladies to participate at the instigation of Sally Dickson, daughter of the then Plough 

landlord & landlady Dick & Eileen. 

The annual run has for many years now been arranged on the late Spring May Bank Holiday Monday, and attracts people from 

far and wide to participate in, or to enjoy the pubs & spectacle of 50 or so runners, walkers and fancy dressers having a 

wonderful time travelling around the village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the late may Bank Holiday has been re-arranged this year to coincide with the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations we’ll be 

breaking with tradition and plan to hold this year’s run on the Friday 3rd June Bank holiday, with the start & finish on Church 

Meadow, and a stop at each pub in between of course. 

Entry forms for this year’s run will be available from the Wanborough pubs from May.  More information will be added to the 

Wanborough Beer Race Facebook page closer to the event. 

Mike & Colin 
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Want to receive a soft copy of the Lyden? 

If you live in Wanborough Parish and you wish to receive the Lyden by e-mail rather than a hard copy delivered through 

your door then please complete the consent form which  can be downloaded as a word document from the Parish website 

www.wanborough.info, under “Information” then “Lyden” or e-mail Parish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info who can send 

the form to you. 

There were vultures circling above us  

and I was told to keep moving  

in case they thought I was dead         
Travels with a Brompton is a wine-fuelled account of years of tough pedalling and hard-

earned freewheeling via cols, war memorials, lavender fields and vineyards. It is a travel 

guide for those longing for two-wheeled trips in France and a lively read for the armchair 

traveller who chooses sofa over saddle. 

The author, Sue Birley, lives in Wanborough, has run the village farmers’ market for over 20 years and plays 

viola in several local orchestras. 

Available from 26th April, Travels can be pre-ordered from the publisher, Cranthorpe Millner, or from 

Waterstones. For more information see https://www.facebook.com/travelswithabrompton 



 

19  Lyden Magazine 

B and D Gardening Club  

Hurrah! We’re back, after two years of postponements and cancellations the 
B and D Gardening Club began 2022 with an entertaining and informative 
talk by Paul Green from Green Leaves Nursery.  

He talked us through the large selection of plants on display from grasses to 
perennials and shrubs. Touching, stroking and pruning are, it seems, key 
elements in promoting  a healthy plant with new growth and with lots of 
flowers. 

 His enthusiasm and obvious love of all plants, large and small, particularly some of the less common ones inspired 
us all to branch out into new varieties with quite a crowd gathered round the table anxious to purchase something 
exciting and different. 

A very good start to the year and we look forward to the next meeting.  

Marion. 

 

Future dates at Bishopstone Village Hall           

13th April 2022 -  Helen Picton on Growing Michalemas Daisies  - 7pm - Plants available to purchase 

14th May 2022 - Annual Plant Sale - Locally grown plants at very reasonable prices.  10am until 11.30am   

8th June 2022 - Victoria Logue on Practical Propagation - 7pm - A demonstration and advice on cuttings, 

seeds etc. A demonstration and advice on cuttings, seeds etc.      
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Welcoming Zoya from Ukraine 

We’d like to give a heartfelt welcome to Zoya Demchenko, who has recently arrived in Wanborough from Kyiv, 
Ukraine, after fleeing her home due to the Russian invasion. She made the 40-hour journey to safety in Warsaw, 
Poland, spending over 12 hours queueing at the border. Zoya joins her daughter, Iryna, her son-in-law and her 
granddaughter in Lower Wanborough while she adjusts to a new reality. Zoya is extremely thankful for the 
welcome she has received so far and to the British people for everything they are doing to help Ukraine. 

Zoya has not only left her home behind, but also her family, community and livelihood. In Kyiv, she had built up 
over 20 years’ experience as a Plasterer and Decorator – specialising in all areas of the 
trade, including decorative plastering and wallpapering. She prides herself on her 
perfectionism and hopes to continue her work in Wanborough and surrounding villages 
in the coming months before returning to a peaceful and free Ukraine.  

Russia’s war continues to displace millions of people both within Ukraine and in 
neighbouring countries. If you would like to donate, the Disasters Emergency 
Committee are providing food, water, shelter, healthcare and protection for those in 
need.  

Visit: www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal 

Call: 0370 60 60 900 

Photo of Zoya next to the Ukrainian flag on Kite Hill Wanborough. 

 

Recipe of the Month: Meatballs/Burgers 

Every country must have a dish that features Meatballs/Burgers and they are so versatile and, with good 
quality meat, quite healthy. 

Lamb mince: great for Moroccan, Egyptian style dishes, served with a Chilli Tomato sauce and Cous 
Cous and Yoghurt. 

Beef mince: great as burgers or Italian and French with Pasta and Parmesan. 

Pork, great as Chinese style, with Rice or Noodles. 

All have a few basic guidelines: good meat, plenty of salt which acts as a binding agent, appropriate 
seasoning/herbs and a fresh sauce and starch. 

Meatballs can be easily formed by rolling a tablespoon of the mixture between wetted hands, burgers by 
‘pummelling’ the ball into a burger shape. 

Add whatever takes your fancy to the mince, we love onion seeds for Burgers, Cumin for Indian style, 
Cinnamon for Middle East tastes. 

Burger buns can be part baked Ciabatta, we like morning rolls or even wholemeal seeded rolls. 

Sauces are great using of good quality tinned tomatoes with fresh Basil, garlic and your choice of herbs. 

Cooked on a ridged griddle pan and then the tomato sauce added until all is cooked through. 

Experiment and enjoy! 

Martin Ripley 

Wanborough Scarecrow Trail 

Wanborough Scarecrow Trail starts Saturday 23rd April. Please see Wanborough Community facebook page 

or wanborough.info for further details.  

There are still a few sites needing scarecrows so please get in touch if you would be willing to make one that 

can be hosted on the trail.  The theme this year is Nursery Rhymes.  

Tessa Lanstein: M 07795 057420: E tessaannlanstein@gmail.com 

http://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
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What Easter means to us 

Easter is a special time for Polish families to get together and carry out special traditions passed down from one generation to 
the next, to celebrate the resurrection of the Lord. 

Before Lent, it’s customary to have one last day of indulgence. Fat Thursday/ TŁUSTY CZWARTEK is the last day to enjoy sugary 
foods like iced doughnuts/pączki and a Polish tipple or two. All for good reason, as many Poles will try to abstain from these 
and meat during Lent. 

Polish Easter celebrations begin on Ash Wednesday /ŚRODA POPIELCOWA. During a special mass, priests mark the foreheads 
of the congregation with a cross of ashes while saying: 

             Remember, man thou art dust 

             and to dust thou shall return. 

A timely reminder that Lent is upon us, where during this time people begin to fast, go to confession, pray and visit "Our Lord's 
Tomb". Each parish creates a decorative scene depicting the Lord’s Tomb, where the Blessed Sacrament is draped in a veil. 

The preparation for Easter begins with the six-week period of Lent, and by visiting the twelve stations of the cross. Fasting is 
observed until Resurrection Mass on Palm Sunday /NIEDZIELA PALMOWA. On this day, families bring palms made into crosses, 
pussywillow or colourful bouquets of wild flowers and grasses to church to be blessed. People walk around the parish church, 
celebrating the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 

On Holy Saturday, people take carefully prepared woven baskets containing a sample of traditional Polish food to be blessed. 
The baskets include an array of beautifully hand decorated hard boiled eggs/pisanki, slices of ham, sausages, salt, pepper, 
horseradish, fruit, rye bread, and a sweet Easter lamb figure crafted from butter, sugar or cake. Each food holds its own special 
meaning: 

Eggs - symbolise life and Christ's resurrection. The eggs are decorated and painted with many traditional Polish symbols, the 
most popular include lambs, crosses, flowers and Easter greetings - "Wesołego Alleluja" - 
Happy Easter. 

Bread - is symbolic of Jesus, 

Lamb - represents Christ, 

Salt - is for purification. 

Horseradish - is symbolic of Christ’s sacrifice,  

Ham - signifies great joy and abundance. 

The food will provide a hearty Easter Sunday breakfast for the whole family to feast on. 

On Easter Sunday, mass is celebrated in every church, a procession of priests, altar boys and people circle the church, bells peal 
and organ is played for the first time since being silenced on Good Friday. 

After Mass, families return home to eat their basket of food, blessed the day 
before. Before this, each family member selects a decorated egg to challenge a 
person to an egg fight. The egg is used to try and crack the top and underside of 
an opponents egg, if an egg survives its battle it proceeds to challenge the next 
egg. If an egg manages to avoid being smashed on both sides it is crowned the 
champion egg. All the beaten eggs are then de-shelled and eaten. The Easter 
table will be covered with a white tablecloth. In the middle of the table will be 
the "pisanki" decorated eggs, cold meats, coils of sausage, ham, yeast cakes and 

a lamb figure made of sugar. A sour Polish Easter soup called Żurek or White Barszcz 
is often served at the Easter breakfast, garnished with the hard-boiled eggs and 
sausage. The blessed eggs are shared with members of the family who wish each 
other good health and happiness for the rest of the year. 

A Polish Easter also wouldn’t be complete without a good soaking! Wet Monday /
LANY PONIEDZIAŁEK or "Śmingus - Dyngus" is a playful ancient Polish tradition, 
celebrated by everyone with enthusiasm by ‘preferably’ sprinkling each other with 
water, as it's said to bring you good luck for the year ahead!  

Wishing you all a colourful and delicious "Wesołego Alleluja" - Happy Easter!  

 



 

22  Lyden Magazine 

 

 



 

23  Lyden Magazine 

#Make a Difference to someone’s life today by choosing a 

rewarding and worthwhile career in Social Care. 

There is a consistent need for naturally caring and 

compassionate people to join the Social Care Sector. We can 

offer a variety of different job roles, varied hours of work with 

plenty of service providers across the Swindon Community. 

Whether you are looking to work in a Residential Care Facility 

or out in the wider Community, we need you now!  

Providing support to adults who have Physical and Learning 

Disabilities, those who have Dementia and need Sensory 

support, someone to listen, to care and be there – that’s what 

we need.  

Previous experience is not required, as you will receive the 

very best regulated training support, further educational 

opportunities and on-job coaching to get your career started. 

For more information on current job opportunities visit 

www.icarecareers.co.uk  or call us on 01793 317545 
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The history of Richard Jefferies’ birthplace at Coate, now the Richard Jefferies Museum, has a particular advantage over many 

museums set in old buildings, in that its famous inhabitant told us all about it. The following passage, from ‘Amaryllis at the 

Fair’, describes the top floor of the farmhouse and gives us a real idea of how the house was when Jefferies was growing up 

there: 

“The days had gone on, and it was near the end of April. Coming up the dark stairs one morning, she found them still darker, 

because she had just left the sunshine. They were built very narrow, as usual in old country-houses, and the landing shut off 

with a door, so that when you were in them you seemed to be in a box. There was no carpet – bare boards; old-fashioned folk 

did not carpet their stairs; no handrail; the edges of the steps worm-eaten and ragged, little bits apt to break off under sudden 

pressure, so that the board looked as if it had been nibbled by mice. 

Shutting the landing door behind her, Amaryllis was in perfect darkness, but her feet knew the well-remembered way, and she 

came quickly to the top. 

There were two great rooms running the whole length of the house: the first was a lumber-room, the second her own especial 

cell. Cell-like it was, in its monastic or conventual bareness. It was vague with bareness: a huge, square room, gaunt as a barn, 

the walls and ceiling whitewashed, the floor plain boards. Yonder, near the one small window, stood a table and tall-backed 

oaken chair, afar off, as it were, from the doorway – a journey to them across the creaking floor. On one side an old four-post 

bedstead of dark oak, much damaged, was placed by the wall; the sacking hung down in a 

loop, torn and decayed--a bedstead on which no one had slept these hundred years past. 

By the table there was, too, an ancient carved linen-press of black oak, Amaryllis' 

bookcase.” 

Today, you can still stand in the space and imagine all of this very clearly; there is even 

one of Jefferies’ writing tables near the small window, making it easy to picture the writer 

there, as an enthusiastic teenager, scribbling away at his latest book ideas and dreams. 

Leaving us these snippets of his own history in his writing also of course extends to 

everything else he did – writing about agriculture, nature and people in Victorian times. 

Jefferies wrote a huge amount in his short thirty eight year life, with countless articles, 

essays and books, including his famed nature writing, agricultural journalism, children’s 

books, science fiction, romance, philosophy – you name it, and he probably covered it, 

writing for hours every day. I’m lucky if I can string a few sentences together each month 

for a short column in a local magazine!  

Musings on the words of Swindon’s Victorian nature writer, Richard Jefferies, by Dr Mike Pringle, Director of the Richard 

Jefferies Museum. For more information: richardjefferies.org .      

photograph: Richard Jefferies’ writing desk, 

painted by Jane Milner-Barry 
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Privacy Statement 

1.The Lyden Magazine needs to keep a small amount of personal data about its subscribers to enable the correct delivery and renewal of 

subscriptions. 2.We will collect, store, use, amend, share, destroy or delete personal data only in ways which protect people’s privacy and 

comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and other relevant legislation. 3. We will only collect the following information: 

Name and Address for delivery 4. We will provide individuals with details of the data we have about them or amend or delete when 

requested by the relevant individual.5. We will keep all personal data secure. 6. We will not share any personal data with third parties or 

individuals outside of the Lyden distribution team. 

The Joke Box 

 Researchers claim that laughing for two minutes has more health benefits 
than twenty minutes jogging, so I'm sitting in the park laughing at joggers! 

 
 I've got a 1998 Ford Fiesta with a full tank of petrol, looking to swap for a 4 

bed, detached house. 
 
 Had to put new tyres on it though, and they were very expensive, I guess 

that's due to inflation? 
 
 I've just cut my lawn for the first time this year. The mower still had last year’s 

petrol in it, so it just goes to show the first cut is the cheapest! 
 
 I recently failed my abseiling exam, apparently, I let myself down badly! 
 
 
Keep smiling all! 
The Village Joker 

St. Andrew’s Church Wanborough 

The Church is currently looking for volunteers for cleaning, please contact Gill Brown (07771 600162) 

confirming you are able to help, many thanks in advance. 

There are Books of Remembrance in All Saints’, Liddington and St. Andrew's, Wanborough.         

If anyone wishes to have a name recorded there, please contact a Churchwarden. 
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The HAIR and TRICHOLOGY Clinic 
Treatment of Hair and Scalp Conditions 

NHS & Private Wig Service   01793 741136 
 

Cameo Hair Salon Ltd 

   
 

7 High Street, Chiseldon SN4 0NQ 

01793 740147 

www.hairandtrichology.co.uk 

Private hairdressing rooms available, full PPE 

A & B Domestic Appliances 
Guaranteed repairs to washing machines and    

tumble driers. A genuine professional repair service. 

Contact Andrew Matthews at: 

E: aandbdomestic@gmail.com 

Tel: 01793 536332   Mobile: 07850 665925 
 

11 Farman Close, Eldene, Swindon, SN3 6DP 

Meadowbank House 
Traditional Bed and Breakfast 

Restful and luxurious accommodation in Liddington 

01793 791401       www.meadowbankhouse.com 

PAUL  BISHOP 
 

Interior and Exterior Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates 

Competitive prices 

 
1 Manor View, Liddington 

Call Paul on 790768 / mobile 07770 751275 

http://www.meadowbankhouse.com

